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A UNIQUE

IN CHMAKING




t was from a small village in the Swiss Jura
Mountains that the Piaget name would begin
to gather its world renown.
In 1874, Georges Edouard Piaget founded a company
whose watch movements became famous for their
precision, quality and accuracy: a direct result of his
personal motto “always do better than necessary”.
This village, la Céte-aux-Fées, has earned its place
in watchmaking history.
Today, just like nearly 150 years ago, it is still
the home and source of some of the most

exceptional watches in existence.

Piaget 902
1957 - 9P calibre

ince its first years, true to the
founder’s motto, the Maison Piaget
has never stopped pushing back the limits
of what is possible. And in 1957, it not only
designed and built a movement that
astounded watchmakers everywhere.
It also created the revolution of “ultra-thin”,
which would become a true signature
of the Maison. Presented at the Basel Fair,
the mechanical hand-wound 9P calibre
measured a previously unheard-of 2mm
thick. Just three years later, in 1960,
an ingenious micro-rotor concept enabled
Piaget to create the thinnest automatic
movement in the world, the 12P, measuring
just 2.3 mm thick. These movements would
establish Piaget as the ultimate reference

in elegance and refinement.

Plan-les-Ouates
Canton of Geneva

Céte-aux-Fées
Canton of Neuchétel

At the two Piaget Manufactures

in La Céte-aux-Fées and Plan-les-
Quates, the Maison continues to seek
perfection through both record-
breaking watchmaking innovations

and boundless creativity.



ULTRA-THIN
ANDTHEN

The path that the Maison Piaget has chosen,
of always striving to surpass both itself
and its own historical creations, has been a truly
challenging one. However the results have been
as great as the painstaking efforts of its master

artists and artisans. We look at some of the ultra-

thin horological masterpieces that have
marked the history of watchmaking.
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9P 12P 9P 430P 430P 838P 830P 838S 838D
1957 1963 1976 2004 2008 2010
Birth of the Ultra-thin watch 1* ultra-thin watch with Launch of the iconic Launch of the Launch of the thinnest
ultra-thin collection that formerly belonged a skeleton movement ultra-thin Altiplano Altiplano skeleton self-winding watch, 5.25mm
and the Altiplano design to Alain Delon : 38mm in white gold
Launch of the ultra-thin 1 ultra-thin skeleton Launch of the thinnest
1* ultra-thin movement, skeleton version of the 9P movement 838S self-winding
9P manual calibre, 2mm movement 1200P, 2.35mm
1960 1998 2006 2010

1 self-winding ultra-thin watch

Launch of the 12P calibre, thinnest
self-winding movement, 2.3mm

Ultra-thin watch
with a lapis lazuli dial

Launch of the ultra-thin
430P manual-winding
calibre, 21mm

Daring design combining
two superimposed cases,
allowed by 2 ultra-thin

movements

World's thinnest ultra-thin
diamond-set gold skeleton, 31mm

1205P 900P 883P 900D 670P 910P AUC 1203P

2013 2014 2016 2018 2019

World's thinnest Launch of the thinnest Launch of the thinnest mechanical Altiplano Ultimate Automatic Ultra-thin watch
diamond-set mechanical manual-winding diamond-set manual-winding . o with gold-coloured
self-winding movement watch Altiplano 9ooP watch Altiplano 900D, 5.60mm, Thinnest s.eh[»wmdlng meteorite dial
733 diamonds, 5.83 ct watch in gold
2013 Total case and
. movement fusion 2017
2012 Launch of the thinnest
self-winding watch with date Celebration of the 60 anniversary 2018

Launch of the thinnest self-winding
skeleton watch, 5.34mm

Launch of the thinnest self-winding
movement with date and small
seconds 1205P, 3mm

Launch of the thinnest self-winding
skeleton movement 12008, 2.40mm

and small seconds, 6.36mm

2015

Launch of the thinnest
manual-winding flyback
chronograph with GMT

of the iconic ultra-thin Altiplano collection

Altiplano Ultimate Concept

Launch of the 1** high complication
on the ultra-thin collection,
Altiplano tourbillon

Thinnest mechanical
watch ever produced at that time
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It began as an idea

and an ambition.

The finest Piaget engineers,
watchmakers and designers asked
themselves a simple question.
How thin can a mechanical watch
be, while making no sacrifice to
reliability or aesthetic appeal?
Four years of painstaking research
and development later, this fully
dedicated team had their answer.
And that answer was Altiplano
Ultimate Concept and its 2mm

thick case.

he creation of this
timepiece required
the most talented
men and women in their
professions to discover
multiple innovative
new solutions.
Too thin to use gold, the
Altiplano Ultimate Concept
case had to be made from
a new, cobalt-based alloy
that is highly resistant and
rigid - 2.3 times stronger
than gold - but much harder
to machine. They erased
the distinction between
movement and case,
by making the case both
an exterior component

and the movement mainplate.



Altiplano Ultimate Manual case

Altiplano Ultimate Automatic case

Total watch thinness: 3.65mm Total watch thinness: 4.3mm Total watch thinness: 2mm

a nd, discovering solutions

to challenges that had never
before been set, they filed five
patents for the technological
innovations essential to making
the Altiplano Ultimate Concept
possible. It is these patented solutions
that have enabled a significant reduction
in the thickness of the regulating organ,

while guaranteeing its precision,
isochronism, and a power reserve

of no less than 45 hours. In fact, the
mainspring barrel is also of an entirely
new design that has no cover or drum
but is mounted on a single, ceramic ball-
bearing within the frame of the watch.
A watch that breaks so many rules could
never have had a traditional crown.

Altiplano Ultimate Concept case




CLASSICAL
CONSTRUCTION

Bezel + Glass
e —
- >

Dial

1

Movement

- .

Case back

ALTIPLANO
ULTIMATE

Bezel + Glass

Dial + Movement components

_a -

Case back + Mainplate
-y

ULTIMATE
CONCEPT

Dial + Hands

+ Movement components

Case back + Mainplate

+ Bezel + Glass

I nstead, the crown has been
reinvented to take the form of a flat,
telescopic system that fits flush with

the case band. Such a construction
offers the great advantage of
perfectly protecting

the crown and therefore the
movement from unwanted shock.

The control device is

equally unprecedented, with
selective control of a time-setting
and winding device. To ensure the
thinnest watch possible, it features
an “infinite” screw positioned
directly at the same level as the
toothed wheel instead of being
superimposed. Even the watch
crystal has been rethought for
record-breaking thinness.
Integrated directly within the case,
despite being only 0.2 mm thick,

it still provides a water resistance
of 2 ATM. The effort and challenges
of this arduous project were truly
great. But, they were all fully
rewarded the day Altiplano
Ultimate Concept was crowned
the thinnest hand-wound watch

in the world at that time.



FO UR
ALTIPLANO
ULTIMATE CONCEPT

From an ultra-thin 9P manual movement
of 2mm in 1957 to a 2mm watch in 2018.
A new milestone in ultra-thin technologies,
combining Piaget’s savoir-faire in both
ultra-thin cases and ultra-thin movements.
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KEY
HIGHLIGHTS

CASE

+ 41mm in cobalt alloy, 2mm thick.

+ A plain case back acting
as the mainplate, with bridges
revealed on the dial side.

- Water-resistant to 2 atmospheres.

MOVEMENT

+ Manual-winding, integrated
into the case back.

- 4 HZ (28,800 alt/h),
45-hour power reserve.

STRAP

+ Ultra-thin strap in alligator
or Baltimora technical textile with
kevlar and pin buckle in cobalt alloy.

WATCH
FUNCTIONS

WINDING THE MOVEMENT

« In position o, first pull the crown
out of the case.

+ Once out, pull once more to get
the crown in Position 1. Turn it
clockwise with the winding tool
until repetitive clicks.

SETTING THE TIME

« Pull the crown out to position 2.

« Turn it clockwise or anti-clockwise
to position the hands.

« Push the crown back to position 0
after the adjustment.

PiaGeT @

CLOCKWISE
o-1-2

ANTI-CLOCKWISE

23

KEY
FIGURES

167
components, including
case and movement.

5

patented solutions
created by Piaget
especially for the watch.

6

years of development.
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